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€igbteenf!)  Annual  Report 

OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

1905. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors 

of  the  City  and  County  of  Lichfield. 

I  beg  to  submit  to  your  Council  mv  Report  for  the 
year  1905. 

The  area  covered  by  your  district  is  3,421  acres,  containing 
a  population  of  7,902  persons.  (Census  1901.) 

BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  was  229  : 

Females  ...  ...  119 

Males  ...  ...  110 

giving  a  birth  rate  per  1000  of  population  of  28'G.  This  is 
again  a  higher  rate  than  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  1 22,  giving  an 
average  of  15*2  per  1000  of  the  population. 
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Of  these  deaths  40  occurred  in  the  Public  Institutions 
belonging  to  the  district,  and  of  these  20  belonged  to  the  Rural 
District,  giving  a  nett  death  total  in  the  Urban  District 
(registered  here)  of  102.  There  were  2  deaths  belonging  to  this 
district  in  the  Birmingham  Hospitals,  giving  a  total  of  104  for 
the  Urban  District  during  the  year,  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  13 
per  1000  of  population,  which  is  the  lowest  rate  since  1895. 

There  were  20  deaths  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  and  one 
in  the  Victoria  Nursing  Home,  all  belonging  to  the  Urban 
District. 

There  were  5  inquests  held  during  the  year. 

The  Mortuary  has  proved  to  be  of  the  greatest  service  to 
the  district. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


The  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  during  the 
past  ten  years  have  been  as  follows  : — 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE- 

Thirty  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. — ( See  Table 

III.) 


The  notifications  for  the  last  ten  years  have  been  as 
follows  : — 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
during  the  year  were — 

Scarlet  Fever...  ...  ...  ...  2 

The  Hospital  arrangements  are  working  satisfactorily, 
under  the  management  of  Nurse  Bangham,  and  the  Matron, 
Mrs.  Mann. 

The  District  has  been  singularly  free  from  cases  of 
Dangerous  Infectious  Diseases. 
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The  Thresh  Disinfector  has  been  most  useful  for  the 
disinfection  of  clothing  and  bedding,  both  for  cases  in  the 
Hospital  and  outside. 

There  is  still  room  for  considerable  improvement  in  the 
building  used  as  a  Hospital. 


The  house  accommodation  for  the  Working  Classes  has 
been  considerably  added  to  and  improved  during  the  year,  and 
the  cottages  in  St.  John  Street,  acquired  under  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act,  are  all  occupied. 

The  extension  of  the  Sewerage  Scheme  is  acting  well  on 
the  whole.  Special  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  sewer 
connections,  and  many  old  defects  have  been  remedied. 

New  Filter  beds  are  being  made  at  the  Sewerage  Works 
to  meet  the  increased  demand,  and  to  enhance  the  efficacy  of 
the  work  already  carried  on. 

During  the  hot  weather,  and  probably  owing  to  the  sinking 
of  shafts  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works,  many  of  the 
wells  have  run  dry,  and  there  has  been  in  consequence  a 
lamentable  want  of  water  for  all  purposes  in  some  districts. 
The  extension  of  the  Conduit  Lands  Supply,  which  your  Council 
is  endeavouring  to  procure,  will  prove  a  great  benefit,  and 
will  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  these  districts  very  con¬ 
siderably. 

The  usual  inspections  of  Lodging  Houses,  Slaughter-houses, 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  Bakehouses  and  Workshops, 
&c.,  have  been  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself.  I 
am  glad  to  note  considerable  improvement  in  the  sanitary 
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condition  generally,  and  especially  in  the  Cowsheds,  although  in 
a  few  instances  there  still  remains  much  to  be  done. 

The  house  refuse  is  collected  weekly  by  the  Corporation 
carts  as  before. 

A  considerable  number  of  old  midden  privies  have  been 
done  away  with  and  Sanitary  Privies  or  Water  Closets  have 
been  substituted. 

I  have  to  thank  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Pinches,  for 
his  constant  and  zealous  work. 

Again  I  urge  upon  your  Council  the  need  of  greater 
expedition  in  carrying  out  the  suggested  sanitary  improvements. 

GEO.  W.  HOMAN,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  L.S.A., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Redcourt , 

Lichfield , 

January ,  9th ,  1906. 


SURVEYOR’S  REPORT. 

The  collection  of  domestic  refuse  (weekly)  and  the  cleans¬ 
ing  of  privies  and  ashpits  is  undertaken  by  the  Corporation, 
and  the  demands  made  upon  that  Department  in  regard  thereto 
are  increasing. 

The  storm-water  outfall  at  Stowe  receives  weekly  cleansing ; 
and  frequent  attention  is  given  to  the  rodding  cleansing  and 
flushing  of  sewers. 
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An  improvement  in  the  water  supply  to  several  houses  at 
Upper  Leomanslev,  Walsall  road,  has  been  effected  by  an  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  water  main  to  that  point  ;  this  will  also  give 
better  facilities  for  sewer  flushing. 

Owing  to  complaints  having  been  made  respecting  sewer 
emanations  at  Leomansley,  an  extension  of  the  sewer  has  been 
made  and  an  extra  ventilating  column  erected  ;  the  evil  com¬ 
plained  of  has  been  remedied. 

The  rapidity  with  which  houses  are  being  built  along 
Frenchman’s  Lane  necessitated  a  sewer  being  laid,  the  only  pro¬ 
vision  previously  for  the  reception  of  house  drainage  was  cess¬ 
pools. 

The  Corporation’s  men  continue  to  make  all  private  con¬ 
nections  to  the  public  sewers,  and  twenty-four  have  been  made 
during  the  year.  The  work  includes  the  laying  of  the  drain 
between  the  sewer  and  the  street  line. 

Two  new  urinals  have  been  erected. 

An  improvement  in  the  drainage — which  was  previously 
disposed  of  into  a  roadside  ditch  outside  the  City  boundary  and 
became  offensive — from  the  houses  within  the  boundary  of  the 
City  in  Stafford  Road,  has  been  carried  out,  the  owner  having 
provided  proper  cesspool  accommodation. 

Two  continuous  percolating  coal  filters  have  been  constructed 
at  the  Sewage  Works  at  Curborough,  in  connection  therewith  a 
Public  Inquiry  was  held  by  Mr.  H.  P.  Boulnois,  M.I.C.E. 

A  drain  at  Bunker’s  Hill  was  found  choked  up  through 
being  connected  with  a  disused  sewer,  the  drainage  from  several 
w.c.’s  also  discharged  into  the  latter  ;  both  drains  were  connected 
to  the  proper  sewer. 
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The  owner  of  Mickle  Hills  Farm,  upon  receiving  notice, 
provided  a  proper  water  supply  thereto  from  the  South  Stafford¬ 
shire  Waterworks  Co.’s  main  ;  previously  the  tenant  depended 
on  a  well  for  a  supply,  but  this  eventually  failed,  probably 
through  some  local  sinkings. 

A  short  length  of  surface  water  drain  has  been  laid  in  Frog 
Lane. 

A  large  number  of  w.c.’s  and  a  few  sanitary  privies  (with 
movable  or  fixed  receptacles)  have  been  erected  or  converted 
from  midden  privies,  requiring  in  many  cases  the  drains  wholly 
or  partly  re-constructing,  including  intercepting,  trapping  and 
ventilating,  and  similarly  four  houses  at  Wissage — which  were 
without  proper  drainage,  which  discharged  into  dilapidated  cess¬ 
pools  close  to  the  houses — were  connected  to  the  sewer,  facilita¬ 
ted  by  the  latter  being  extended  along  Hobsole  Lane. 

The  provision  of  a  proper  water  supply  to  the  houses — 
which  were  dependent  on  wells  for  a  supply,  which  ran  dry  prob¬ 
ably  through  some  sinkings  made  in  the  neighbourhood — in 
Burton  Old  Road,  is  in  hand. 

A  notice  has  been  served  on  the  owner  of  Leyfield  Cottage 
to  provide  a  proper  water  supply,  and  the  work  is  in  hand. 

Several  disconnections  of  w.c.’s,  and  other  drainage  in 
Beacon  Street,  from  the  storm  water  sewer,  with  connections  to 
the  proper  sewer  have  been  made. 

EMERSON  BROOKE, 

City  Surveyor. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


I  am  able  to  report  continued  progress  in  the  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  of  the  City  during  the  past  year.  Nearly  one  hundred 
old  midden  privies  have  been  abolished  and  three-fourths  of  them 
replaced  by  water  closets,  and  the  remainder  by  sanitary  privies. 
A  like  number  of  defective  bell-traps  have  been  replaced  by 
proper  gully-traps,  and  numerous  foul  brick  sinks,  improper 
connections  to,  and  badly-constructed  drains,  have  been  remedied 
and  put  into  a  proper  sanitary  form.  In  the  discovery  of  these 
defects  and  other  unhealthy  conditions  the  importance  of  the 
periodical  “  House-to-House  ”  inspection  cannot  be  over-estima¬ 
ted. 


The  extension  of  the  public  water  supply  to  one  locality  has 
rendered  a  vast  sanitary  improvement  possible  ;  old  midden 
privies,  defective  drains,  and  cesspits  having  previously  existed 
in  proximity  to  house  wells.  I  have  received  very  great 
assistance  in  effecting  these  reforms  from  property  owners  and 
others  concerned,  by  their  readiness  to  co-operate  and  comply 
with  the  various  suggestions  and  demands  made,  although  often 
involving  very  considerable  expense  to  themselves. 

There  is  still  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  abatement  of  sanitary 
defects  in  respect  to  one  or  two  Trust  properties.  The  slaughter¬ 
houses,  bakehouses,  and  workshops  have  been  periodically  in¬ 
spected  and  found  generally  cleanly  and  satisfactorily  kept  ;  some 
slight  improvement  in  certain  slaughter-house  accommodation 
might  be  effected.  A  general  improvement  in  the  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  within  the  City  is  discernible, 
and  these,  with  all  milk  purveyors  from  outside  the  City,  are 
properly  Registered  with  the  Local  Authority. 


JAMES  PINCHES, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


TABLE  U. 


Not  being  supplied  with  the  number  of  Births  in  each 
locality,  I  am  unable  to  till  in  Table  II.,  which  is  practically 
included  in  Table  I. 


TABLE  I. 

LICHFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1905  and  previous  years. 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 
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LICHFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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Births  in  the  year,  229.  Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  122. 


TABLE  VI. 

SUMMARY  OP  SANITARY  WORK  done  in  +>,»  w  • 

Inspector  s  Department  during  the  year  1905,  in  the  Urban 
District  of  Lichfield. 


Dwelling-houses  and  Schools  : 

Foul  Conditions . 

Structural  Defects  . 

Overcrowding  . 

Unfit  for  Habitation... 

Lodging-houses . 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ) . 

Cowsheds  { 

j  •  •  *  •  •  • 

Bakehouses  . 

Slaughter-houses  . 

Canal  Boats  . 

Ashpits  and  Privies . 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

Water  Closets  . 

House  Drainage  : 

Defective  Traps . 

No  Disconnection  . 

Other  Faults  . 

Water  Supply  . 

Pigsties  . 

Animals  improperly  kept 

Offensive  Trades  . 

Smoke  Nuisances  . 

Other  Nuisances  . 


1 — 1  i  -»  - 

+?  © 

t)  a 

8,§&S 

M  o 


Totals 


» •  *  •  •  • 


30 

40 

25 

30 

•  •  • 
109 
7 

35 

95 

17 

60 

15 

24 
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17 


507 
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100 
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35 

95 

17 

60 

15 

24 


17 


379 
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a>  £  . 
O  Ts  <k 

a  53 .2 

73  O)  O 

*5 


1 

2 

1 

1 

95 

7 

35 

90 

15 

55 

15 

14 

3 


17 


351 


Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  . 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis  . 

„  „  found  Adulterated . 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  . 

„  „  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed  . 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease . 

Schools  ditto  ditto  . <  •••  . 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  things . 

Convictions  ditto  ditto 


Nos. 


11 

11 


January ,  1906. 


(Signed)  JAMES  PINCHES, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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Total  number  or  Workshops  on  Register 


